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October 2008

Dear friends,

As you may know, each winter, I volunteer with an LA-based charity called The Giving Spirit (TGS).  TGS is an all-volunteer organization that brings meaningful and tangible aid to the homeless of Los Angeles through the delivery of “survival kits.”  This year TGS plans to grow by 25%, distributing over 2,000 kits directly to people who are most in need.

This year the TGS winter event will take place December 11-14.  In addition to volunteering my time, I’ve committed to help raise funds for the organization.  With the contents of each survival kit costing roughly $60, we need to raise $120,000.  To encourage donations in time for us to purchase supplies, one of TGS’ supporters has committed to match the first $2,500 in donations received by November 21st.
Please consider making a donation this year.  TGS returns at least $.95 of every dollar raised back to the streets in the contents of these kits. It is as pure a pass through of your charitable dollar as you will find.  No donation is too small.  But if you’re able, a donation of $60 or more will fund a kit and change the life of someone in need this year.

Donate online at: www.thegivingspirit.org
Or, if sending a check, please make it out to The Giving Spirit and send it to:
 
The Giving Spirit
11908 Montana Avenue #205
Los Angeles, CA 90049
For those of you who would like to learn more, you can visit www.thegivingspirit.org or read more about the organization below. TGS will celebrate its 10-year anniversary this December by distributing its 9000th survival kit. Thank you in advance for helping make this happen.
Peace,
THE GIVING SPIRIT -- MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of The Giving Spirit (TGS), a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, is to bring meaningful and tangible aid to the homeless of Los Angeles through the delivery of “survival kits” directly to people who are most in need.
GOALS

· To reach as many needy individuals as possible within a Greater Los Angeles homeless population exceeding 70,000 people
· To provide the “essentials of life” to those who struggle each day for survival
· To raise the spirit and sense of self-worth of people who devote much of their time securing basic necessities
· To broaden community involvement and awareness
· To remind society at-large of every member’s need for dignity and humanity
THE TGS DIFFERENCE

· TGS is an all-volunteer, grassroots organization.
· TGS is focused exclusively on the Greater Los Angeles area.
· Through corporate and individual donations, both cash and in-kind, TGS packages “survival kits” – large duffels containing nearly 100 items – including blankets, socks, hats, gloves, ponchos, comprehensive toiletries and extensive food products.

· Hundreds of volunteers, adults and children, assemble the “survival kits” and distribute them to the homeless where they reside.

· Volunteers extend their hands and their hearts to those in need. Acknowledging, smiling and interacting with the recipients are all part of the TGS mission – and often cited as the most meaningful aspect by the volunteers.

· TGS returns in excess of 95% of all donations directly to the homeless population.

· Since its inception in 1999, TGS has grown nearly 50-fold, both in number of volunteer participants and homeless individuals served.

· TGS is non-sectarian and has no political agenda. The sole purpose of the organization is to provide short-term assistance to those in acute need.
TESTIMONIAL

“What a truly amazing experience. I find myself wanting to stop every time I see someone living on the street. It's such a change from how it was before. No more having the urge to ignore or look away. It's just seeing what has always been there, a human being, a soul. That's what my day with TGS on the streets of Downtown has brought me. The gift of seeing and acknowledging what stands before me. Home or no home.”

Maria, TGS Volunteer

[image: image1]